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New DRGL fees in 2017
 

Most licensing authority 
lodgement fees have increased 
again, but only by around 1-2%.  
Click here to access the fees 
schedule in the Liquor Control 
Regulations 1989.

Charter boat skipper guilty of 
selling liquor without a licence

In the Fremantle Magistrates Court in 
December 2016 the skipper of a charter 
boat was convicted of selling liquor without a licence.  

The charge related to an incident in October 2014 when a 
passenger fell overboard and drowned.

The court heard that the skipper provided two cartons 
of Corona to the private function on board without being 
licensed to do so.

The definition of “sell” under the Liquor Control Act is  
very broad and catches a wide range of different 
scenarios.

The skipper received a spent conviction and a $6,500 fine.

✳ Reminder ✳
Annual licence fees were due by  

1 January 2017.   
If you have not yet paid,  

do so now.

Food delivery services: prohibited profit sharing
UberEats and similar services involving arrangements that licensees have for the 
delivery of take-away food to consumers may potentially breach profit sharing laws.

The October 2016 edition of The Hospitality Messenger (click here to view) 
summarised the meaning of “profit sharing” under the Liquor Control Act.  The 
practice is prohibited unless prior approval is obtained from the licensing authority. 

Profit sharing is interpreted very broadly.  It includes a wide range of scenarios 
involving arrangements between licensees and third parties in relation to the business conducted under 
a licence and also the sharing of proceeds of the business conducted under a licence (usually including 
proceeds associated with food).

Licensees should be very minfdul of this when entering into arrangements with third parties, particularly 
whereby a commission or other fee for service is paid.  An application may need to be made to the licensing 
authority to seek approval for the arrangement.

Perth Beer Economy labelled “illegal”, but booming
Despite the popular Facebook page facilitating the unlicensed trading in liquor between members of the public 
being labelled “illegal” in the media by the State Government last year, it appears to be thriving.  Perth Beer 
Economy has since doubled its membership to over 100,000 according to this web page.

https://www.lavan.com.au/images/galleries/The_Hospitality_Messenger_-_October_2016.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PerthBeerEconomyPBE/
https://www.lavan.com.au/images/pdfs/Liquor_Control_Regulations_1989_-_Schedule_3_-_Fees.pdf
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Our TEAM
Your business is an important contributor to the Western Australian community and to WA’s 
growing liquor, hospitality, events, tourism and related industries.

Are you getting the most out of your business?  Are you fulfilling all of your ideas and enjoying 
business success?

If you have an idea for a new business, we would love to help you develop it.

We encourage you to obtain modern business solutions from us and receive the benefits of a life 
long working relationship to help maximise your business potential.  Any expenditure with us is 
an investment in your business and its future.

We enjoy visiting our clients’ businesses and will be happy to visit yours.

Frisk Espresso now open  
after midnight!  

Lavan is pleased to have assisted in 
obtaining a late trading ETP for Frisk 

Espresso in Northbridge.

FACT BOX
2016 Director decisions  (published as at 11 Jan 2017)

43 published Director’s decisions in 2016:
g 39 were new licence applications
g 2 were add/vary/cancel applications
g 2 were regarding the imposition of conditions

Of the 39 new licence applications, there were:
g 23 liquor stores - 16 granted, 7 refused
g 3 taverns - all granted
g 9 tavern restricted - all granted
g 1 small bar - granted
g 1 special facility - refused
g 1 nightclub - granted
g 1 hotel - granted

Licensing authority powers
We are often asked about what the licensing authority 
might do in a particular situation involving a possible 
breach of a licence, the legislation or departmental 
policy.  

The licensing authority does indeed have a great deal of 
power to investigate and then to take action if it so wishes.  
Such action may include any one or more of the following:

• Warning
• Imposition of restrictive conditions
• Cancellation of trading privileges
• Fine 
• Licence or permit suspension
• Licence or permit cancellation 
• Refusal of an application

Any established, or even in some cases just suspected, 
breaches can potentially affect how the licensing 
authority determines a matter in the future, even if no 
penalty is imposed at the time of the possible breach.  A 
little like one’s own personal police record, activities 
of licensees and licensed premises are recorded by the 
licensing authority and may be referred to at any time 
down the track.  

Do you know the destiny of your licence? 

Whether you are a licensee or a 
landowner of licensed premises, if the 
premises is leased you should know 
what the lease says about who is 
entitled to the licence when the lease 
ends, whether it ends because of 
expiry or earlier termination.

If the lease provides for the licence to be removed to 
other premises, then the removal will need to be approved 
before the lease ends.


